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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  : 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Seaham  Urban  District  for  the 
year  1966. 

The  work  undertaken  by  the  department  is  described  in  the 
various  sections.  That  relating  to  activities  of  the  inspectorial 
staff  has  been  compiled  by  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  and 
contributions  from  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  have  been  included. 

The  vital  statistics  shown  in  the  report  do  not  give  the  writer 
much  cause  for  satisfaction.  The  estimated  population  shows 
another  small  decline,  the  birth  rate  is  the  lowest  on  record,  and 
the  infant  mortality  rate  an  unwelcome  increase  on  the  exception¬ 
ally  low  figures  of  the  past  two  years. 

The  reason  for  the  continuing  decline  in  population  and  reduc¬ 
tion  in  the  birth  rate  is  not  hard  to  find.  The  mining  industry  in 
this  town  is  known  to  be  in  a  comparatively  healthy  position  and 
there  would  appear  to  be  no  immediate  prospect  of  redundancy,  but 
because  of  the  long  term  prospects  and  the  nature  of  the  work, 
mining  as  an  occupation  is  no  longer  attractive  to  the  younger 
element.  Unfortunately,  there  is  little  other  industry  available, 
hence  the  migration  to  more  congenial  work  and  better  prospects 
in  Teeside,  Tyneside  and  farther  afield. 

With  such  an  exceptionally  small  total  of  births,  namely  388, 
the  infant  mortality  rate  has  become  exceptionally  labile.  In  fact, 
an  increase  of  one  in  the  number  of  infant  deaths  under  one  year 
has  resulted  in  a  substantial  upswing  in  the  rate  from  20.08  in 
1965  to  25.77.  On  a  brighter  note,  there  was  again  no  maternal 
mortality  and  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  compares  more 
than  favourably  with  that  of  England  and  Wales. 

Touching  on  environmental  hygiene,  Mr.  Walls,  the  additional 
public  health  inspector  left  the  department  in  April,  1966,  and  in 
spite  of  repeated  efforts  by  the  Council,  the  post  is  still  not  filled. 
It  would  seem  that  the  Council  has  been  unfairly  penalised  by  its 
loyalty  in  adhering  to  the  conditions  of  the  Charter  recommended 
by  the  National  Provincial  Council.  In  the  meantime,  the  depart¬ 
ment  is  struggling  with  a  ratio  of  one  public  health  inspector  to 
over  25,000  as  opposed  to  the  nationally  accepted  ratio  of  one  per 
eight  to  ten  thousand  population.  One  wonders,  in  the  circum¬ 
stances,  whether  the  principle  is  to  be  preferred  against  the  efficiency 
cost  to  the  department.  As  to  the  material  point  of  view,  it  may 
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be  found  by  the  time  an  appointment  is  made  that  the  cost  of 
advertising  would  provide  higher  grade  salary  for  a  lengthy  period. 
Certain  sections  of  the  work  have,  of  necessity,  been  curtailed,  but 
fortunately  there  were  no  epidemics  of  food  poisoning,  dysentery 
or  other  emergencies  necessitating  timetaking  surveillance. 

No  progress  has  been  made  in  initiating  a  smokeless  zone,  which 
is  a  matter  of  some  regret  to  the  writer.  The  incidence  of  Chronic 
Bronchitis  in  the  North  East  is  high  and  even  where  the  cause  of 
death  in  older  people  is  named  as  heart  failure,  this  in  many  cases 
has  been  precipitated  by  the  underlying  impairment  of  lung 
function. 

Day  to  day  administration  of  all  the  personal  health  and  wel¬ 
fare  services  remains  with  the  County  Council,  but  I  am  glad  to 
report  a  welcome  increase  in  the  liaison  between  the  two  depart¬ 
ments,  especially  in  the  field  of  housing  and  care  and  after-care. 

May  I  again  express  my  thanks  to  the  members  and  officials  of 
the  Council  and  for  the  continued  support  of  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  staff. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  W.  A.  RODGERS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  I 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  in  acres  —  2,469. 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  resident  population,  mid  1966 — 
25,330. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1966)  according  to  the  Rate 
Books — 7,996. 

Rateable  Value — £584,804. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate — £2,200. 


SECTION  U 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Legitimate 

.  365 

175 

190 

Illegitimate 

.  23 

6 

17 

Total 

.  388 

181 

207 

Birth  Rates — 

Legitimate  . 

14.409  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population. 

Illegitimate 

0.908 

55 

55 

Total 

..  15.32 

5  5 

55 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Legitimate 

6 

3 

3 

Illegitimate  ... 

— 

— - 

— 

Total 

6 

3 

3 

Still  Birth  Rate- 

-15.23  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. 

DEATHS 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Deaths 

.  280 

159 

121 

Death  Rate — 11.05  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population. 

DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES 

Rate  (per  1,000 

Deaths.  live  and  still  births) 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  ...  Nil.  Nil. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 

Total.  Male.  Female. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  ...  10  5  5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate — 25.77  per  thousand  live  births 

NEO  NATAL  MORTALITY 

Total.  Male.  Female. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  month  ...  5  2  3 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate — 12.96  per  thousand  live  births 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  OF  INFANTS 


Age 

Sex 

Cause 

1  hour 

M 

Prematurity. 

1  hour 

F 

Anoxia  and  Prematurity. 

1  day 

F 

Atelectasis.  Prematurity. 

4  days 

M 

Prematurity. 

3  weeks 

F 

Peritonitis.  Enteritis. 

1  month 

F 

Congenital  Heart  Disease.  Paronysural  Tachycardia. 
Heart  Failure. 

2  months 

M 

Cerebral  Thrombosis.  Bronchopneumonia. 

3  months 

M 

Asphyxia  following  Aspiration  of  Vomit. 

Acute  Bronchitis. 

9  months 

M 

Acute  Bronchitis. 

10  months 

F 

Congenital  Hydrocephalus.  Urinary  Infection. 
Respiratory  Failure. 

Mortality  of  Legitimate  Infants  —  27.39  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births. 

Mortality  of  Illegitimate  Infants  :  NIL  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births. 


The  causes  of  the  greatest  mortality  during  1966  were  : — 


Cardio-Vascular  Diseases 

•••  •••  ••• 

131 

Cancer 

•••  •••  ••• 

70 

Bronchitis 

•  ••  •  •  •  ••• 

23 

Pneumonia  ...  . 

•••  •••  • 

21 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined 

Diseases  ... 

16 

Accidental  Deaths  (inc.  Motor 

Vehicle  Accidents) 

9 

DEATHS  DUE  TO  CANCER  OF  THE  LUNG 

Age  (years)  Male  Female. 

15-24  . .  ...  —  — 

25-34  —  — 

35-44  1  — 

45-54  —  — 

55-64  1 

65-74  1  1 

75  and  over  .  —  — 

TOTALS .  3  1 
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Rate  per  1,000 

Total  (Live  and 

Still)  Births 

Perinatal 

Mortality 

26.3 

25.38 

Rate  per  1,000 
Related 

Live  Births 

Deaths 

under  1  mth. 

12.9 

12.96 

Rate  per  1,000 
Total  (Live  and 
Still)  Births 

Maternal 

Deaths 

0.26 

Nil. 

Rate  per  1,000 
Related 

Live  Births 

Deaths 

under  1  year 

19.0 

25.77 

Rate  per  1,000 
Population 

Deaths 
(all  ages) 

11.7 

11.05 

Rate  per  1,000 
Total  (Live  and 
Still)  Births 

Still- 

Births 

15.4 

15.23 

Rate  per  1,000 
Population 

Live 

Births 

17.7 

15.32 
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CORRECTED  NOTIFICATIONS  AND  CASE  RATES  PER  1,000  POPULATION  OF  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1966 
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COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1947-1966 

(The  Birth  Rate  and  Death  Rate  are  shown  corrected  by  the 
Registrar  General’s  comparability  factors  of  0.99  and  1.29 
respectively  for  1966). 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE 

DURING  1966 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 


<D 


< 


SEX 


< 

13 

■fcj 

o 

H 


Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  . 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  . 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  . 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  ........ 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 

Neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  . 

Diabetes  . 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  . 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  .  . 

Other  Heart  Disease  . 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  . 

Pneumonia  . 

Bronchitis  . 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  .  . 
Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  . . 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

Congenital  Malformations  . 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . 

All  Other  Accidents  . 

Suicide  . 

TOTAL— ALL  CAUSES  . 

GRAND  TOTAL  . 


M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 


2 

12 

2 

8 

3 


8 

1 

18 

8 

2 

1 


3 

17 

19 

41 

19 

2 

1 

9 

17 

2 

4 

12 

9 

18 

5 

3 


1 

1 


1 

1 


1 

2 

6 

10 

3 


2 

4 

1 

1 


M  159 

F  121 

280 


T3  £ 

V 

<D 

b  v 
**  >> 

1/3  — * 

<D 

V-i 

<L>  ^ 

<D 

G 

a 

Tf  3 


— <  in 


AGE  IN  YEARS 


m  m  in 
rs  m 


in 


1 


1 

2 


2 

2 

3 


1 


2 


1 


1 


1 


1 

1 


2 

3 

13 

3 

1 


1 

1 


2 


1 

1 


1 


1 

2 

1 


2  3 

3  2 


5  5 


1  1  2  —  5  14  38 

1  —  1  2  3  9  18 


2  1  3  2  8  23  56 
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V 


«n 


•a 

C 

CJ 


m 

t" 


1  4 

1  1 

2  1 

2  1 


3  — 


6  1 
5 

1  — 


—  3 

8  5 

6  6 

11  12 

4  12 

—  1 

1  — 

1  7 

2  11 

1  1 

1  3 

2  5 

2  7 

9  7 

1  2 

1  2 


1 


43  50 

26  56 


69  106 


Confirmed  Cases  of  Infectious  and  other  Notifiable  Diseases,  1966 

(other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Numbers 
originally 
notified. 
Total  (all  ages) 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

105 

12 

Under  1  yr. 

— 

— 

17 

2 

1-2  years 

— 

— 

11 

— 

2-3  years 

— 

— 

14 

2 

3-4  years 

— 

— 

15 

— 

4-5  years 

— 

— 

11 

2 

5-9  years 

— 

— 

36 

2 

10-14  years 

— 

— 

1 

1 

15-24  years 

— 

— 

— 

1 

25  and  over 

— 

— 

- - 

2 

Age  unknown 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

Total  (°n  off") 

— 

— 

105 

12 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  shows  the  new  cases  and  deaths  for  the 
Urban  District  of  Seaham  during  1966  : — 


Age  Periods 

NEW 

CASES 

TOTAL 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

N  on- 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1  year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1-4  years  ... 

— 

■  — 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

5-9  „  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10-14  „  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-19  „  ... 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20-24  „  ... 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25-34  „  ... 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

35-44  „  ... 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

45-54  „  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

55-64  „  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

—  - 

— 

65  &  upwards 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

5 

6 

3 

3 

2 

— 
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SECTION  III 


DIPHTHERIA,  WHOOPING  COUGH  &  TETANUS 

IMMUNISATION 


DIPHTHERIA  (Either  singly  or  in  combination) 


Ages  at  Date  of 
Immunisation 

Under 

1 

1966 

1  to  4 
1962-1965 

5  to  14 
1952-1961 

Total 

Primary 

Immunisations 

84 

298 

196 

578 

Reinforcing 

Injections 

— 

387 

414 

801 

WHOOPING  COUGH  (Either  singly  or  in  combination) 


Ages  at  Date  of 
Immunisation 

Under 

1 

1966 

1  to  4 
1962-1965 

5  to  14 
1952-1961 

Total 

Primary 

Immunisations 

83 

139 

4 

226 

Reinforcing 

Injections 

— 

111 

12 

123 

TETANUS  (Either  singly  or  in  combination) 


Ages  at  Date  of 
Immunisation 

Under 

1 

1966 

1  to  4 
1962-1965 

5-14 

1952-1961 

Total 

Primary 

Immunisations 

84 

300 

199 

583 

Reinforcing 

Injections  . 

— 

185 

304 

489 
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SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 


There  were  no  cases  of  smallpox  in  the  District  during  1966, 
and  a  table  is  given  below  showing  the  number  and  ages  of  children 
vaccinated  during  the  year. 


Ages  at  Date  of 

Under 

1 

2  to  4 

5  to  14 

15  or 

Total 

Vaccination 

1 

over 

Vaccinated  . 

6 

92 

13 

7 

4 

122 

Re-vaccinated  . 

— 

— 

1 

3 

4 

B.C.G.  VACCINATION— School  Scheme  (1966) 


Total  Skin 

Positive 

Negative  Reactors 

No.  absent  at  time 

Tested 

Reactors 

Given  B.C.G. 

of  reading 

376 

35 

320 

21 

POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION,  1966 

(a)  SALK 

Those  persons  given  a  primary  course  of  2  injections  of  Salk 
vaccine  : — 


Persons  born  in 
year  : — 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

1945- 

1962 

1935-44,  Others 

Total 

(b)  ORAL 

Those  persons  given  a  primary  course  of  3  doses  of  oral 
vaccine  : — 


Persons  born 
in  year: — 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

1945-62 

1935-44 

Others 

Total 

7 

69 

11 

12 

17 

— 

9 

125 

In  addition  74  persons  received  a  3rd  dose  of  oral  vaccine 
following  2  injections  of  Salk. 
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SECTION  IV 


A  record  number  of  five  hundred  and  twenty-one  complaints 
were  received  during  the  year,  representing  an  average  of  two  com¬ 
plaints  for  each  working  day.  This  gives  a  good  indication  of  the 
willingness  of  the  residents  of  Seaham  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
department  such  public  health  matters  as  choked  drains,  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  rats  and  mice,  insect  pests,  etc.  Details  of  complaints  re¬ 
ceived  are  as  follows  : — 


Rats  . 

.  134 

Mice  . 

129 

Drains  . 

.  101 

Cockroaches  . 

100 

Other  insect  pests  . 

.  23 

Dampness  &  Disrepair  ... 

17 

Smells  . 

5 

Birds  . 

4 

Moles  . 

.  2 

Accumulation  of  Refuse 

2 

Smoke  Nuisances  . 

.  2 

Fumigations  . 

2 

Two  hundred  and  six  council  houses  were  inspected  on  changes 
of  tenancy  for  evidence  of  vermin. 

In  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  communicable  diseases, 
ninety-three  stool  specimens  were  collected  and  taken  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  at  Sunderland  for  bacteriological  investigation. 


Slum  Clearance 

One  area  was  represented  for  slum  clearance  during  the  year, 
comprising  thirty-two  houses  on  the  south  side  of  Marlborough 
Street,  four  in  George  Street  and  eight  in  Emily  Street  making  a 
total  of  forty-four  houses  in  all. 

Twenty  houses  in  other  clearance  areas  were  demolished  and  a 
dwelling  house  comprising  four  first  floor  rooms  was  closed  on  an 
order  made  by  the  Council. 

Confirmation  of  the  Sophia  Street  (West  Side)  C.P.O.,  1966 
was  received  during  the  year. 


Houses  Erected 

The  number  of  houses  erected  during  1966  was  : — 


By  the  Council  .  38 

By  private  persons  .  1 
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Improvement  Grants  No.  of  Separate 

Houses 
Discre¬ 
tionary  Standard 
Grant  Grant 


Applications  submitted  to  L.A .  39  13 

Applications  rejected  by  L.A .  2  2 

No.  of  applications  approved  since  inception 

of  scheme  .  663  149 

Total  Number  of  grants  paid  since  inception 

of  scheme  .  607  141 


Reconditioning  and  Repairs 

Once  again  difficulty  was  found  in  securing  the  services  of 
tradesmen  to  carry  out  repair  work  on  houses,  because  of  more 
attractive  work  to  be  obtained  on  new  buildings.  However,  there 
was  also  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  notices  served,  due  to  the 
departure  of  the  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  to  another 
authority  which  offered  better  remmuneration.  To  date  this  vacancy 
has  not  been  filled. 

Houses  repaired  by  procedure  under  the  Housing  or  Public 
Health  Acts  are  as  follows  : — 

As  a  result  of  informal  action  .  7 

By  owner  as  a  result  of  statutory  notices  1 
By  Council,  in  default  .  — 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1960 

(1)  Food  Premises 

The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  urban  district  at  the  end  of 
1966  was  167,  compared  with  169  in  1965.  Details  of  each  type 
of  food  premises  as  per  circular  1/67  paragraph  8c,  is  as  follows  : — 


Trade 

No.  of 
Premises 

Reg.  16 
Comply 

Reg.  19 
Applies 

Reg.  19 
Comply 

Grocery — General  . 

68 

68 

27 

27 

Butchery  . 

17 

17 

17 

16 

Bakeries  . 

10 

9 

10 

10 

Flour  Confectionery  . 

12 

12 

11 

11 

Sugar  Confectionery  . 

15 

15 

— 

— 

Fruiterer  &  Greengrocer  . 

13 

13 

— 

— 

Fried  Fish  and  Chips  . . 

10 

5 

10 

10 

Wet  Fish  . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  . 

5 

4 

5 

5 

Canteens,  Industrial  . . 

4 

4 

4 

4 

School  Meals  Kitchens  . 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  . . . . . 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Chemists  . 

7 

7 

7 

7 

TOTALS  . 

.  167 

159 

97 

96 

The  number  of  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year  was  269. 
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(2)  Registered  Premises 

The  number  of  food  premises  registered  under  Sections  16  to 
18  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  sixty- 
eight.  These  were  registered  as  follows 

For  the  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  2 

For  the  sale  of  ice-cream  .  50 

For  the  manufacture  of  sausages,  etc .  16 


TOTAL  ...  68 


(3)  Food  Sampling 

Ice-cream  was  the  only  food  product  sampled  during  the  year. 
Thirty-three  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tory  at  Sunderland  for  the  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  test  and  the 
reports  were  as  follows  : — 

Provisional  Grading  Number  of  Samples 


20 

5 

3 

5 


1 

2 

3 

4 


All  grade  4  samples  were  of  ice-cream  locally  manufactured. 

(4)  Fish  and  Chip  Shops 

The  popularity  of  this  food  continues  and  ten  such  premises 
serve  the  needs  of  the  town  compared  with  eleven  in  1965.  There 
was  no  cause  for  complaint  in  relation  to  the  cleanliness  of  these 
premises,  but  the  structural  condition  of  some  leave  much  to  be 
desired. 

(5)  Cafes  and  Snack  Bars 

The  total  number  of  such  premises  is  the  same  as  for  1965, 
namely  two  cafes  and  three  snack  bars,  one  cafe  closed  and  re¬ 
opened  as  a  Chinese  restaurant.  The  general  cleanliness  of  these 
premises  is  good. 

(6)  Canteens  and  School  Kitchens 

There  are  four  industrial  canteens,  one  at  each  of  the  collieries 
and  a  fourth  at  a  clothing  factory.  Three  school  kitchens  are  also  in 
operation. 

The  cleanliness  of  each  of  the  premises  is  generally  of  a  high 
standard. 
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(7)  Mobile  Shops 


These  vehicles  continue  to  provide  for  the  needs  of  residents 
who  are  not  within  easy  reach  of  a  shopping  area. 

Criticism  has  been  made  in  previous  reports  concerning  the 
lower  standard  of  hygiene  to  which  these  vehicles  may  basically 
conform,  but  in  January  1967  the  Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls 
and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations,  1966  will  come  into  force 
superceding  some  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations, 
1960.  Hope  is  expressed  that  these  new  regulations  will  bring  about 
a  higher  standard. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955  —  SECTION  2 
Food  not  of  the  nature,  etc., 

During  the  year  one  case  under  the  above  provisions  was  dealt 
with  summarily  in  the  Seaham  Magistrates’  Court  when  a  firm  of 
sweet  manufacturers  were  prosecuted  for  selling  a  sweet  containing 
a  cigarette  end.  A  plea  of  “guilty”  was  entered  and  the  firm  were 
fined  five  pounds  with  five  guineas  costs. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


The  number  of  general  inspections  carried  out  and  an  analysis 
of  contraventions  found  during  the  course  of  inspection  are  as 
follows : — 


Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of  Premises — 


Number  of  registered 

Number  of  premises  No.  of  premises  receiving 

registered  during  the  registered  premises  general  inspections  during 
year  at  end  of  year  the  year 


Offices  .  —  29  7 

Retail  Shops  .  4  129  62 

Wholesale  shops, 

Warehouses  .  1  3  1 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  the  public 

canteens  .  2  27  16 


Fuel  Storage 
Totals 


7 


20 


188 


86 


Analysis  of  Contraventions  : 


Section  4 — Cleanliness  .  — 

,*  5 — Overcrowding  .  — 

„  6 — Temperature  .  5 

„  7 — Ventilation  .  5 

„  8— Lighting  .  15 

„  9 — Sanitary  Conveniences  .  3 

„  10 — Washing  Facilities  .  6 

„  11 — Supply  of  drinking  water  .  — 

„  12 — Accommodation  for  clothing  .  1 

„  13 — Sitting  Facilities  .  1 

„  14 — Seats  for  Sedentary  Workers  .  — 

„  15 — Eating  Facilities  .  — 

„  16 — Floor,  passages  and  stairs  .  — 


17 —  Fencing  of  exposed  parts  of  machinery  — 

18 —  Protection  of  young  persons  .  — 

19 —  Training  of  persons  working  at  dangerous 


machinery  .  — 

23 —  Prohibition  of  heavy  work  .  — 

24 —  First-aid  General  Provisions  .  4 

50 — Abstract  of  the  Act  not  exhibited  . .  4 


Section  48 — There  were  two  accidents  (both  non-fatal)  notified 
during  the  year,  one  at  a  cafe,  and  the  second  at  a  large  store.  The 
first  case  involved  a  female  worker  in  a  cafe  kitchen  who  slipped 
on  the  floor  and  broke  her  left  arm  and  sustained  bruising  of  the 
temple,  leg,  knee  and  hip.  The  second  case  was  a  boy  who  was 
moving  a  roll  of  underfelt  when  he  fell  over  a  stack  of  floor  mats 
and  broke  the  wrist  of  his  right  hand. 


Exemptions : 

No  applications  for  exemption  under  the  Act  were  made  dur¬ 
ing  the  year. 

Water  Supply  : 

Water  throughout  the  area  is  supplied  by  the  Sunderland  and 
South  Shields  Water  Company.  All  Premises  in  the  urban  area 
have  a  direct  piped  supply,  though  there  are  still  a  few  houses  in 
the  harbour  area  where  the  supply  is  a  standpipe  in  the  yard. 
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The  supply  is  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity.  Ah 
though  the  water  has  traditionally  been  hard,  there  was,  toward  the 
end  of  the  year  a  reduction  in  the  hardness  due  to  an  increased 
supply  of  soft  water  becoming  available.  Samples  taken  by  the 
Company  and  the  Health  Department  have  been  satisfactory. 

Swimming  Baths  : 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  in  the  urban  district  but 
facilities  are  available  to  members  of  the  Seaham  Harbour  Swim¬ 
ming  Club  and  at  Dawdon  Colliery.  There  is  also  a  swimming  bath 
at  the  Northlea  Grammar  Technical  School  and  regular  reports  from 
the  County  Health  Department  indicate  that  it  is  now  functioning 
satisfactorily. 

Rivers  and  Streams 

There  are  two  main  streams  in  the  area  which  flow  through 
Dawdon  Dene  and  Seaham  Dene  respectively,  before  discharging 
into  the  sea.  No  complaints  of  flooding  or  nuisance  was  reported 
during  the  year. 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956 

The  provisions  of  this  Act  have  not  yet  been  implemented  in 
the  Urban  District. 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 

One  of  the  lesser  but  equally  important  services  carried  out  by 
the  Health  Department  is  the  eradication  of  insect  pests  and  fumi¬ 
gations.  Complaints  and  requests  for  this  service  dealt  with  during 
1966  were  as  follows  : — 

Bed  Bugs  .  6  Earwigsi  .  8  Moles  .  1 

Cockroaches  ...121™.  0  G  , 

Clover  Mite  ...  1  Flles  .  2  Sllverflsh  .  1 

Fumigations  ...  7  Fleas  .  1  Wasps  .  1 


RODENT  CONTROL 
Surface  Infestations  i 

Complaints  of  rats  and  mice  received  in  the  department  during 
the  year  was  as  follows  : — 

Common  Rat  Mice  Total 

134  129  263 

Of  this  total,  19  concerning  rats  and  8  concerning  mice  were 
unfounded. 
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In  the  course  of  survey,  additional  properties  were  inspected  in 
respect  of  the  following  : — 

Common  Rat  Mice  Total 

47  8  55 

Of  these,  9  investigations  for  rats  and  1  for  mice  were  un¬ 
founded. 

The  total  number  of  inspections  carried  out,  including  re¬ 
inspections  was  717. 


Sewer  Maintenance  Treatments 

Two  treatments  of  the  sewer  manholes  were  carried  out  in  May 
and  October  respectively  on  the  lines  suggested  by  the  Ministry’s 
Technical  Officer.  In  the  first  treatment  116  manholes  were  poison 
baited  but  only  two  partial  takes  were  recorded.  In  view  of  the 
comparative  freedom  from  rats  following  this  treatment  the  Octo¬ 
ber  treatment  was  carried  out  by  a  random  selection  of  manholes 
using  unpoisoned  bait.  79  manholes  were  treated  in  this  manner  and 
4  partial  takes  were  recorded.  Follow  up  treatment  with  poison 
bait  was  immediately  commenced  on  the  four  manholes  concerned. 
The  rodenticide  used  in  the  treatment  of  sewer  manholes  is  a 
Warfarin  based  poison  containing  a  mould  inhibitor  and  other  sub¬ 
stances  to  make  the  bait  attractive. 


Factories 

The  number  of  factories  registered  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
48.  This  was  a  reduction  of  5  on  the  previous  year.  Several  noti¬ 
fications  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  and  these 
were  attended  to.  Details  of  inspections,  etc.,  are  given  in  a  table 
at  the  end  of  the  report. 


Cinemas  and  Halls 

The  decline  of  cinema-going  continues,  leaving  only  one  cinema 
regularly  exhibiting  films.  Three  former  cinemas  are  now  used  for 
other  purposes.  No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year. 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

One  pet  shop  only  is  licenced  under  this  Act  and  conforms 
satisfactorily  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Urban  District. 
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SECTION  V 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL,  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  AND 
STREET  CLEANSING 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  for  the  following 
information  on  the  above  matters  which  are  under  his  control. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

No  treatment  is  carried  out  to  the  sewage  which,  after  collec¬ 
tion,  is  discharged  direct  to  the  sea  from  three  main  outfalls. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Collection  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  using  specially  con¬ 
structed  vehicles.  Disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  on  sites  leased 
to  the  Council.  During  the  year  10,574  tons  of  house  and  trade 
refuse  were  collected  and  disposed  of,  together  with  14  tons  17 
cwts.  1  qr.  of  waste  paper  and  2  tons  1  cwt.  newsprint. 

Street  Cleansing. 

By  arrangement  with  Durham  County  Council,  gullies  on  the 
County  roads  are  cleansed  by  the  staff  of  Seaham  Urban  District 
Council.  During  the  year  5,715  gullies  were  cleansed  and  flushed 
on  U.D.C.  highways  and  3,578  on  D.C.C.  highways. 

A  mechanical  roadsweeper  is  used  for  the  cleansing  of  roads 
and  streets. 


SECTION  VI 


SEAHAM  RIPARIAN  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 


The  amount  of  shipping  entering  the  district  during  the  year  was 
as  follows  : — 


Nett 

Number 

Register 

Tonnage 

Foreign  Ports  . . 

.  16 

7,850 

Home  Ports  . . 

.  728 

405,588 

TOTAL  . 

.  744 

413,438 

The  principal  imports  continue  to  be  timber,  and  the  principal 
exports  coal,  spent-oxide,  moulding  sand  and  agricultural  lime¬ 
stone.  No  passengers  were  carried  on  ships  entering  the  port  during 
the  year,  and  no  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified. 
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Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Outwork) 
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